“TO PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN & HUMAN VOICE FOR ALL ANIMALS IN NEED”
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ANNOUNCING
DR. AUTUMN CHROUSER, DVM
&
THE SFAHS SPAY & NEUTER PROGRAM

-
Did you know that the SFAHS is now altering dogs & cats before they are put up for adoption? In July of this year
Dr Autumn Chrouser, DVM began working on a part-time basis at our shelter performing spay /neuter surgery

on our dogs & cats. Dr. Chrouser joined our staff on a full-time basis in September, and as of October 10" she has
performed a total of 239 surgeries!

A native of Aberdeen, SD, Dr. Chrouser is a graduate of Iowa State School of Veterinary Medicine, and her
passions are shelter medicine and surgery. While a student in Ames, Iowa, Dr. Chrouser fulfilled part of her
practical education by working in a local animal shelter. She saw many wonderful animals euthanized due to lack
of space and families to adopt them. This high euthanasia rate did not sit well with Dr. Chrouser. Her solution
for animal overpopulation at shelters? Spay or neuter pets before they go home. This will result in fewer
unwanted liters, less pets to fill shelters, and decreased euthanasia rates.

Dr. Chrouser performs spay/neuter surgeries 3 mornings a week. When not in surgery she spends her days
doing health checks on shelter pets, giving meds, attending to injuries & doing surgery follow-ups. She is
dedicated to adopting out healthy animals.

Dr. Chrouser would like to expand the surgical area at the shelter and increase the number of surgeries that she
performs. She is adamant, however, about maintaining quality care for our animals, and she is grateful to have 2
vet techs (Lisa & Chonteaul) who “know their stuff” to help her. With community support Dr. Chrouser
eventually hopes to have all cats & dogs spay or neutered and healthy before leaving our shelter to go to their
forever homes.

Dr. Chrouser knows that having a spay/neuter program decreases pet overpopulation which results in fewer
cases of euthanasia. She will tell you that by altering animals you reduce or even eliminate their chances of
developing mammary & ovarian cancer. There is also less desire to roam, less aggression (therefore less bites),
and less marking of territory in spay/neutered pets. Altered animals are all-round healthier animals!

What is the best aspect of being the veterinarian at the SFAHS? According to Dr. Chrouser that would be altering
an adult dog/cat that has been at the shelter for a long time, then seeing that same unwanted animal go to a good
home the very next day! Doc has also been caught snuggling puppies as they recover from surgery, so we think
THAT might be a perk also!

THANK YOU Dr. Chrouser for being a strong voice and a caring physician for our furry friends.
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( UPCOMING EVENTS \

Pose Your Pet With Santa
November 12th & 13th
@ Landscape Garden Center

New Volunteer Orientation
@SFAHS
November 12th

Holiday Open House
December 3rd & 4th @SFAHS
Crafts, Bake Goods—FUN!

/ E‘. SHELTER SPOTLIGHT.......

Watch for Monique’s emails with more

K details!! /

SFAHS
Volunteers
Rock!!!
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WISHBONE the BOXER LAB

DESCRIPTION: BIG, black, shiny, BIG brown eyes,
warm, loving, playful, energetic, loves
kids (lived in a daycare home)

ISSUE: adopted but returned because he was TOO BIG

& ATE TOO MUCH
(How did Shrek make it?)
NEEDED: aloving home with active humans who have
time to exercise him, load him up with
‘groceries’”, and und ¢
make GREAT indoor as well as outdoor

companions!

Come out to the shelter and take Wishbone for a romp
in the playpen!
Maybe he is the forever friend that would make your life

complete. j

Looking for a service project for your school, club, )

church or office? How about a pet food drive??

The shelter is in urgent need of canned (pate) cat
\food, Purina Kitten Chow and Purina Puppy Chow. y

crunchy corn stalks.

ﬂCORN DOGS” & THEIR HUMANS HAVE A BLAST MANEUVERING THROUGH YOGI B

It was a warm and sunny day for the 175 dogs and their families who took the challenge to
smell their way through the corn mazes at Yogi Bear Campground on October 2", There were
lots of wagging tails, and excited barks from canines who joyfully led the way through the

A big thank you to Yogi Bear Campground for hosting this great event and for donating part of
the proceeds to the shelter! We also want to thank our SFAHS volunteers Stefanie Schotzko,
Susan Hofer, Jodi Tjeerdsma, Laurie Girard, Amanda Reidel Sam Huntimer, Emily Morris,
Ruth Daucsavage, Heather Allmendinger, & Mary Bucknell, , for donating their time and
energies to help make our event a big success!
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[ Did you know? \

I got neutered by Dr. C!!

: : That the SFAHS
I'm as healthy as can be! .
no longer accepts donations of
Whoopee! i Newspapers
Shredded Paper
Or

Used Electronics
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VOLUNTEER SALUTE

Introducing (left to right) Jennifer, Marie & Julie our SFAHS Team Leaders for Pet Therapy! Twice a
month for over 8 years this trio has brought hours of pleasure to the residents at Prince of Peace in
Sioux Falls. Read on to learn what they do!!

Q. What exactly do you do as a Pet Therapist?

A. We take a puppy out to Prince of Peace & visit people in their private rooms or commons areas.
Everyone who wishes to pet & hold the puppy can. The residents always tell us stories about the dogs
that they have owned and loved.

Q. Do you think Pet Therapy is a good program?

A. Oh YES!

When we first arrive at Prince of Peace the residents meet us asking, “Where’s the dog?” They are
excited!! They know we are coming! Residents who interact with the puppy seem to change. They
become calm & seem comforted. They smile more and talk. The program has allowed us to form
wonderful relationships.

. What is the hardest part of being a Pet Therapist?

. Seeing our friends’ health decline with time. Our relationships at Prince of Peace are so special.

. What is the BEST part of being a Pet Therapist?

. The relationships that we have formed at Prince of Peace over the last 8 years have been extra

special for us. We have many friends at Prince of Peace—the memories of our visits are incredible.
Pet Therapy is GREAT for the residents & the puppies love the attention and love. It’s a win/win !!

PO PO

Many THANKS to Marie, Jennifer and Julie for bringing joy and friendships into the
lives of SO MANY people and pups.

( The SFAHS is thankful for all of the folks in our community who support us.
Without your help we could not continue to be a haven and voice for animals in need.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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